A SCHOOLBOYS  CARE
Pitt, however, taught him that there was a better and more
gracious way; and on June ist, 1785, John Adams, destined to
be the President of his country, was formally received as the
American Minister by the King at St James's Palace. Adams
himself left an account of that interview.
john adams. Sir, The United States of America have ap-
pointed me their Minister Plenipotentiary to Your Majesty, and
have directed me to deliver to Your Majesty this letter which
contains evidence of it. It is in obedience to their express com-
mands that I have the honour to assure Your Majesty of their
unanimous disposition and desire to cultivate the most friendly
and liberal intercourse between Your Majesty's subjects and their
citizens, and of their best wishes for Your Majesty's health and
happiness, and for that of Your Royal Family. The appointment
of a Minister from the United States to Your Majesty's Court will
form an epoch in the history of England and America. I tfn'nlc
myself more fortunate than all my fellow-citizens in having the
distinguished honour to be the first to stand in Your Majesty's
royal presence in a diplomatic character; and I shall esteem myself
the happiest of men if I can be instrumental in recommending my
country more and more to Your Majesty's royal benevolence, and
of restoring an entire esteem, confidence, and affection, or, in better
words, the old good nature and the old good-humour between
people who, though separated by an Ocean and under different
Governments, have the same language, a similar religion and kindred
blood. . . .
the king. Sir, The circumstances of this audience are so extra-
ordinary, the language you have now held is so extremely proper,
and the feelings you have discovered so justly adapted to the
occasion, that I must say that I not only receive with pleasure
the assurance of the friendly dispositions of the United States, but
I am very glad the choice has fallen upon you to be their Minister.
I wish you, Sir, to believe, and that it may be understood in
America, that I have done nothing in the late contest but what I
thought myself indispensably bound to do, by the duty which I
owed my people. I will be very frank with you. I was the
last to consent to the separation; but the separation having
been made, and having become inevitable, I have always said,
as I say now, that I would be the first to meet the friendship
of the United States as an independent Power. The moments
I see such sentiments and language as yours prevail, and a dis-
position to give this country the preference, that moment I shall
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